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PREFACE

It's not easy to write an objective book about the
Bible. By its very nature, the Bible demands a
response. Unfortunately, people’s responses have
been determined under less than ideal settings.

Many of us have experienced religious zealots,
who cram shattered fragments of Bible down our
throats with the predictable effect of stimulating the
spiritual gag reflex. This has left people inoculated
with just enough Bible information to create
misunderstanding, but not enough to generate
true comprehension. On such a basis, many have
chosen to reject the book rather than accept it.
Most try a neutral platform—they avoid it altogether.

With the above in mind, I've endeavored to stay
away from that preachy tone that sets one's teeth
on edge. I've worked to explain the Bible clearly,
allowing it to speak for itself—to say what it
says—Iletting you draw your own conclusions. Some
may accuse me of losing objectivity because I've
communicated the Bible as being true. I felt that
was a risk I must run, as the Bible itself makes that
claim. To do otherwise would not be true to the
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text. Indeed, I've tried to capture the spirit of the
narrative to make it interesting as well as clear.

Secondly, I was determined to not water down
the message. Where the Bible demands a choice,
I've tried to illustrate that choice clearly. The
Bible is quite direct about what it has to say
and I've endeavored to reflect that reality by
shunning any sort of vagueness. In keeping
with this, I've avoided the confusion of being
politically-correct at the expense of the message.
Initially, I was perplexed at knowing how to
express some words in our gender-neutral
society. I eventually gave up on humankind and
went with the traditional mankind.

As with any book, some may find it easy in the
first few pages to decide that “it's not for me.” I
wish to challenge those who are inclined that way,
to read the entire volume before deciding what to
believe about the Bible. There was a time when
I too would have thrown the Bible out with the
proverbial bath water—but then I was challenged
to pause and look again. I'm still looking, and
continue to marvel over this Book of all books.
There is a good chance you will too.
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To maintain ease in reading and remain
consistent with the Bible text chosen, in
most cases I have used small initial letters
for pronouns and certain nouns that relate
to God. In areas where there might be
confusion about who is being referred to,
I have used capital letters consistent with
traditional grammar rules.

All Bible text portions are bold-faced and
indented. Where text is underlined, it
should be understood as an emphasis on
the content. Square parentheses in the
Scripture portions indicate additions for
explanatory purposes.

“The Stranger on the Road to Emmaus”
introduces the reader to nine different
translations of the Bible. None of the
translations differ on content communicated
nor affect the accompanying commentary.
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About the Bible:

...And let the one who hears say: “Come!”
And let the one who is thirsty come; let
the one who wants it take the water of
life free of charge.

I testify to the one who hears the words
of the prophecy contained in this book:
If anyone adds to them, God will add to
him the plagues described in this book.

And if anyone takes away from the words
of this book of prophecy, God will take
away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city that are described in
this book. Revelation 22:17-19 NET



